(o] O AMERICAN

o
S SNSCHOOL
'! Ig I COUNSELOR

ASSOCIATION

Media Contact

Kathleen Rakestraw

American School Counselor Association (703) 683-2722
krakestraw@schoolcounselor.org

For immediate release - Oct. 11, 2023
ASCA Announces 2024 School Counselor of the Year Finalists

ALEXANDRIA, VA - The American School Counselor Association (ASCA) is pleased
to announce the five finalists for the 2024 School Counselor of the Year awards
program (#SCOY24). The program honors exemplary school counseling
professionals who devote their careers to serving as advocates for the nation’s
students, helping them achieve success in school and in life. The five finalists are:

e Cynthia Bourget, School Counselor, Elk Mound Middle School, Elk
Mound, Wis.

e Kristin Nye, Lead School Counselor, Anna P. Mote Elementary School,
Wilmington, Del.

e Jennifer Sack, Lead School Counselor, Booker T. Washington High
School, Tulsa, Okla.

e Jorge Torres, School Counselor, Foster High School, Tukwila, Wash.

e Diana Virgil, Ph.D., ACSC, School Counselor, Daleville High School,
Daleville, Ala.

ASCA will announce the 2024 School Counselor of the Year in late fall. Nominations
for the School Counselor of the Year awards program were submitted by ASCA-
affiliated state/territory school counselor associations. “It is so inspiring to see the
caliber of school counselors incorporating college and career readiness across the
K-12 spectrum highlighted in every state,” said Stephanie Owens, executive
director, Reach Higher and School Counselor of the Year Selection Committee
member.



The School Counselor of the Year Selection Committee includes principals, school
counselors and representatives from education-related organizations. 2024
selection committee members included representatives from AASA, The School
Superintendents Association; Advance CTE; B. Everett Jordan Elementary School,
Graham, N.C.; CASEL; The College Board; Hayfield Secondary School, Alexandria,
Va.; Reach Higher; Richard L. Brown Gifted & Academically Talented Elementary
School, Jacksonville, Fla.; Smart's Mill Middle School, Leesburg, Va.; St. Theresa

Catholic School, Ashburn, Va.; and Strategic Questions Consulting.

The panel selected the finalists based on several criteria, including school
counseling innovations, exemplary school counseling programs, leadership and

advocacy skills, and contributions to student outcomes.

“ASCA’s School Counselor of the Year program shines a valuable spotlight on the
school counseling profession, bringing attention to exceptional school counselors
who are supporting K-12 students every day,” said Jill Cook, CAE, ASCA executive
director. “School counselors are vital to students’ academic achievement,
social/emotional development and plans for life after graduation. The 2024
finalists have demonstrated their commitment to the values and mission of the

profession to help all students succeed.”

An in-person celebration is planned in Washington, D.C., Feb. 1, 2024. The School
Counselor of the Year and finalists will be celebrated in a series of virtual events
during National School Counseling Week, Feb. 5-9, 2024.

About the American School Counselor Association

The American School Counselor Association (ASCA) is a nonprofit professional
organization based in Alexandria, Va. ASCA promotes student success by
expanding the image and influence of school counseling through leadership,
advocacy, collaboration and systemic change. ASCA helps school counselors guide
their students toward academic achievement, career planning and social/emotional
development to help today’s students become tomorrow’s productive, contributing
members of society. Founded in 1952, ASCA has a network of 51 state and
territory associations and a membership of approximately 43,000 school
counseling professionals. For additional information on the American School
Counselor Association, visit schoolcounselor.org.




